Eﬁmhzrtim,

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY MORKING
RY

DURISOE, EEESE & (0,
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.
INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.

The ADVERTISER is publiched cegularly ev-
ery Wrnxespay Monxixg, at THREE DOLLARS
perannum ; ONE DOLLAR and FIFTY CTS.

ar Six Months; SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS for
Thres Monthe,—aliomys in adeance,

7= All papers discontinued at the expiration

of the time for which they have besn paid.

—_——

RATES OF ADVERTISING.
PAYADLE IN ADVANCE,

Aidrvertisements will be inserted at the rato of
ONE DOLLAR and FIFTY CENTS per Sqnire
(10 Minion linesor Jess,) for the first insertion,
2nd ONT DOTIAR for ench subsequent insertion

Z=r-A liberal dizcount will ha made to thosze
wishing to adrertiso by the yenr. .

Announcing Candidates $5,00, in ndvance.

—_—

To the Citizen'é'nfshiuh Carolina.

Prrron-Citizens i Af Vice-President of
{he National Union Club forthe State of Soath
Carolina, I earnestly invite your attention to
the call for a Natisnal Convention, issued by
tha Lsecutive Committee of - that body, and
recommended by many of <he most eminent
and patsiotic mambers of both branches of
the present Congress,

The impsriance of this meetife, and the
heneficial conseguences to result from it. ean
canronly be exaggerated. Separated as we
uinve been for the lastfve years from all com.
ranieation with the people of the North and
West : knowing but little of their opinions,
except as expressed throush the nnjust and
oppeessive action of the bitler partisan ma
iarity which at present controls the National
.eaislatura, this is the firat opportunity which
s rcd us to take free and equal

has heen off T
counsel with those who fecl impelled, by a
to oppose the un-

sonse of high patriotism,
just schemes of the radicals in their systemn-
“ic effurt to appress and humiliate the people
of these States, nud defeat, il possible, the
renonstinotion of the [Tnjon indefinitely. The
address states clearly  the principles cpon
which we re expected to act in common, &nd
it seems to me there is not one to which this
Siate cannot subseribe in honor and with
gineerity. We simply recognize those results
which the evernts of the late war have placed
beyond bonds of any futere political discussion,
results in which we have unanjgiouslysnd sin:
cerely acquiesced, and iu conformity to which
we have already modifled our Constitution,
our legislation and our political sentiments.
\Ve aro invited to join in an scknowledgment
of the wisdom of that policy by which An-
drew Johnson, President of the United Stztes,
bas, in the midst of difficalties unparalleled
in the Listory of any Administration, maiu-
tained the integrity of the Constitation, iden-
tified the oxercise of the Fxecntive power
with the rules of strict jastice gnd the =pirit
of mercy, and proved his legitimate right to
suceeed the great founders of the republic as
the Chief Magistrate of a common country.
rhieh can be made and preserved as one na:
t;on only by the equal agminiatration of just

and equal laws, ) =
The parpose of the Convention will .be te
orzanize, upan the principles eet forth inthe

committee's address, all conservative men of
a1l sections, and of all former parties, and, i
poskible, drive {romn power that radicel party
who are daily trampling nnder foot the Con-
atjtation, and fast converting & Constitutions!
Rapublic into a cousolidated despotism. .

T'he great mass of the people, North and
West, have no higher interest jn party than
through it to secure the wise, enlightened, just
government of the eountry, and when organi-
“ation is effccied, and the President’s euligh-
t-med policy of reconpstruction is presented
for their epproval or condemnation, there can
5 littie doubt that he will be triumphantly
swstained, and our rights as equals iu o ro-
stored Lnion fully conceded.

The eompsct organization of the conser-
vative men i3 n necessi
the well-orzanized bands of the radicals, and
every man who digzpproves of the tyrannical
and unwise policy of the latter, should join in
this national patriotic league to defeat them.

We are withont repr.sentation in both
houser of Congress ; neitlier onr opinions nor
eondition cza be officially known to the conn-
try ; nnjust and discriminating laXes are i
posed cn ns—s peaple sadly impoverizhed
by the calamities of the last fiva yeara—and
we nre nllowed no voice of profest even in
the couneils of thenation. Our loyalty to
+he Government of the United Stated i< im-
pagned in the fac ofour caths of alleginnce,
talon solemnly and in good faith,and the
poor privilege of an official denial is withheld.
\We are threctened with disfranchisement
and being remanded to a territorial condition.
and we are to be denied all the rights amd
privileges dear to ail American, and consecra-
ted by the blood of the keroes of 177G, until
o subseribe to terms too degrading and hu-

- miliating to be entertained by a freeman for
a single moment.

We, then, have the deepest interest in the
rneeting of the Convention, in organizing all
~onservative men 1o &id in earryicg ont the
wise and generous policy ingugurated by Pres.
ident Johnson ; and T therefure reiterate the
parnest hope that you will take immediate
ateps to secure the representation ofthis State
in the Philadelphia Convention, in August,
by the wisest and ablest men in the State.
As the time is short, and the means of in.
tercommunication between the different sec-
tions of the State imperfect, I beg leave res-
pectfully to suggest that public meetings of
the citizans of ench Judicial District he held
on the fourth Monday in July instant, (23d,)
at tha Court Houses, and that delegates be
appointed at these meetings {0 a Convention
of the State, to meet at Columbia, on Wednes-
day, the first day of August; that the State
Convention appoitt the delegutes to Philadel-
phia. Each Judicial District sending as many
delegates to Columbia s may be convenient
or soreeable, gnd that Convention determia-
ing the vote of each District, which will, per-
haps, be a vote equsl to the representation of
each District in the Houseof Repre:entatives.

‘he delegates from the several Judicisl

stricts msking up the Congressional Dis

.cts, will most likely be cbarged with the
_slectjon of two delegates for each District,
and the whole Conventionselect:the four del-
egzates at large to represcnt ‘the State. The
gelection of the deiszates for the State at
farze would seem to reguire o State Conven-
tiop, and if it assembles, it would be desira
ble, us already indicated, that it should like-
wise select the District delegates.

"These soggestiors as to the mode of select-
ing a convention—the time, place of meeting.
and the basia of its organization—are made
in the hope of certainly securing action in
every District, and there is not time other-
wise to sattle by#fliscussion or consaltation
the detsils which I have ventured to make.
JAMES L. ORR,

¥icerPresident of the Union Clab,
For South Carolina.

Avxpgksox, 8. C., July 4, 1866.
—_———
Capricions Freedmen 1o be Dyerhanled.
Major Genl. EcorT, at the bead of the Freed-
mens Bureau-iohis State, Bas lately issued o
yory important und tigh]y mecessury order. We
rogret we buve mot room fo publish it this week
at full length. The follawing paragyaphs how-
ever contain the gist of it. Read it to your labo-
rers, and recommend it for their inward Uigestion,

IL. It isordered that all men or women who
leaye the plantation on which they are employed
1o labor, either by tke month, for shars ofythe
erop, or as renters of Jand, and thereby noglect
their growing crops, be at once srrested as va.
grants and put te work un the public roads, os
provided for by Par, XIL, G. 0. No. 1, Head-
quarters Department of South Caroling.

All planters who have freedmen employed on
their plaptation who do potf, ot thiz jmportant
#eason of the year, give their enlire time to the
growing crops, are authorized. if ofter readiog
thia wrder to them and they neglsct or Tefuse to
wbey it, to report, them, at ance (o the officerin
commund of the distriet, “who will eaase them to
bp teken from the piaalation 2 vagrants.and put

e e el b | tion to the Usited States i widely provilentand | existenbe hsd boen folersted for fouryeurs, wby | ia tho Edgefold
cxre of the 234 My:mgd}lsdhﬂuﬂy} populsy among thy Liberals, - ‘]J‘nbtforrﬁm fonger?  Fho’ Cofiatitution could |
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g8~ Several _Communications omitted this
weck, will appear in our next. . : s

her Step towards Civil

© Liberty. - )

‘We publish to-day a very imperiart and very
pratilying Special Order from Geul. BICKLES,
Commander of the Department of the Carulinas.
And nlso o Praclumation from Gov. ORR, conse-
quent upon tLe said @rder. This Preelamation
cmbodics the legal opinion of Chiel Justice
Duxkix, upen which Gen)l. SickrLes’ Order is

Still Anot

hazed. .
Aecording to this.Order, eur fellow-citizens,so

long under arrest in Charleston, bave been deliv-
erod into the custody of the Sherill’ of Edgefiald
District. They are to rendezvous st Abbeville
.Court House to-day, (Tuesday,) and ihere make
upplication; befere Judge WARDLAW, for ‘bail.
Mesers Boxmayx snd Bacox, as Attorneys, and
Mr. Jas. M. Hannisox on the part of tha Sheriff
of our Diatrict, wiil accompuny them tuAbberille.
Their cases will in all probability come up Lefore
the Court of Common Pleas aud Qeneral Sessions

in Qetober next.
—_—— e

¢ The Lost Cause.””

Thie is the name of E. A. Porrann’s History
of the War. B. A, Portarnp, as is known to
most of our readers, is the gifted and brilliant
editor of the Rickmond Ecaminer. Tais History
has already been published in New York, and ia
now DBeing published in Chardeston. Itis univer-
sally pronounced to be an autheritative work en
the great warso lately over: and to hs worthy of
the caneful apprecintion nfevery historieal sfudent.

1t iz sold enly by sulseription; and in another
column will he feund & card from onr worthy
yonng townsman, Mr. W. D. Raxey, Sole Agent
for procuring subseriptions in Edgefield Ddatrict.
Already, e bLus cbtained many namesin ond
seound the village, and now he will go out into
dilferent parts of the District. Wo tuke nuch
pleasure in recommending him fo the polite re-
caption of all. '

- —t— - :
Early Dawning of the Potato’Season.

Fabulous as it may seem, our good friend, War.
E. Donv, Esq., hav actually sent us a mess of
new Swoeet Polatoes.  And they sare by no meang
strings eithcr.  They are five inclies long and an
inch in thickness. And this, despite the fearful
droughr.' Who ever bearil of such a thing? Or,
rather, who ean beat this thing? If any, let him
send w sumple; forhim do we challenge.

e chow. e e
The Famous Quattlebaum f‘luunjng
i Mills.

See the advertisement, in another column, from
Genl. Qrarrrenavy of Lexington. We will not
altempt to trumpet thiese hills, They veed not &
pote from us. ' Their own undisputed merits

trumpeted them into famae long ogo.
S ——

Negro Frogress and Negro Politencss.

The 4th of July, last pnst, was marked, io
Edgefield, by naught save an examinntion, and
.pie-nic among the negroes. If, in the course of
time, the Southern States shall again take their
legitimate place in the Awerican Union, then will
Southern -rhite people, in all probgbility, once
more cslebrate the 4th with honor and rejoicing;
at present, however, the day can bring little else
than &4 sod bitter memories. Aslongas our po-
liticel etgtus remains so degrading as uopw, it
wero best for us tp ohzerve the 4th of Julyas
Dean Swift ¢id hiz birthday nfter he had reacked
thirty ;—nlone in a garret, with fasting and prayer.

The negro school in Edgefield is presided over
by Lawrence Cain, o young man of twenty-one
or two, furmerly & slave of Major Zocn CARWILE
he iz white in complexion, gen'ecl in manners;
and sinee becoming n “citizen’ bas deported
himself in o way which proyes that ho has both
good sense and geood fecling, “He has some fifty.
bdd scholars, of all ages between siiteen and
soven, and of all ealors, or shades rather, between
ebon black nnd lily white. And this putsusin
mind of tha famous and delightful saecdote of
old Parson Diserey preaching ine Charleston,
und being very much struck with the handeowme
and well-dressed mulstioes in the gollery. Ad-
dressing the white congregalion, and pointing to
the gallery, the terrible and plui-spoken old
paraon said: “ What sort of people are those?
Where di they come from? I'm sure Fod never
wade any such.” ZLawrence Cain has been teach-
ing most of these pupils fur six months past, and
on Wednesday lust he gathered them together, in
the pleasant grove arcund Mrs. Supprann's
spring, that their atteinmeats might ke put to the
proof. Tha parents of the scholars, nnd the ne-
wro commuaity generally, provided a combined
harbeoue and pic-nic on the occasion; and the
whale affuir proved to be one of real and peculiar
interest.

With pood jndgment and good fesling thit docs
aqual eredit to their healsand hearts, the nezroecs
invitad the whitcs to be present at their examina-
tion and pie-nic; or rather, we ehould say n euf:
[ficiently large number of gentlemmen to represent
the white commuaity. And these in their turn,
attended ; evioeing an interest in the progress ol
the schiolars, and & kindliness uowards thaeir old
servants generally, very gratifying to every right-
miaded man. g

Dut the whites were not iovited to be-mere
lnokers on; a separate table was spread for them,
and each and all partook of as delightful barbe-
cued meats, and o5 nicely prepared sauces, voge-
tablea, nakes, pies, lemonade and fruaits, as could
rensonably be wished for.

Two long and liberally-provided tables were
alao rpread for the blacks. 1We are not very sure
however, but that the blacks, in theircommenda-
ble exercise of hospitality towards the white,
practised considerable self-denizl. And’we are
sure that the Intter, with their greater abundance
of menns, onght not to forget to return, in some
proper and becoming mannar, this gratoitous and
woll-meant hospitulity.

.Ae to the examinntign, it revesled wonders.
Boys nnd girls, ns we have said belore, frem saven
to rixteen, who six or eight months ago, koew
not n letter in tho boolk, speltin four and five
syliabler, and proneunced, and read, and aaswered
questions in Arithmetic, and said their mujtipli-
caticn table, with unerring roadinesd and précisien.
The young man who hes tanght thess young
colored folks, deserves o great deal of credit, and
we earnestly hepe the means will be provided
him of 2till further fitting himself for thelusiness
he is pursuing eo commendably. =
Hzd somo of the Radicals been, present on the
ocoasion of which we-speak, they wounld not have
believed their senaea to soe the jerfectly good
ferling and- good ‘understanding between these
negroes and their former owners. Avaunt, ye
Abolitionists and Freedmen's Burean Men ! Your
work in the South isto poison the milk of human
kindness in the brensts of both black and white.
For tho black man’s sake, leave Lim alone; for
when left alenc he knows very well whe is bis
true friend.

1

* o

) The Pure Article.
Mr. Jas. Broaxer, 308 Broad Street, Augustn,
has, in addition to his larze and. superior 2.0ck of
groceries, &c., a choice®lot of Wines. Of these
Wines the Daily Prese wiites as follows:

. Goon “'13;3.-'-"00@ wine needs no bush,”
is an old saying but there may he some whe: don't
Raew that Mr Jas Stogner keepsdhe besticqual-
ity and variety ihatcon be had.- We rpeoi: from
experiepce. We received a package yestwrday,
with the complimonte of Mr. B., that, * whlc ca-
tering to the public taste, wo might get o taste
ourzelves,” which *indeed. we did,” and -pro-
ponnee it enpital—jnst the article for the loyers
of puro wines. To nll those. we invite an. esr]y
I;iai! to Ar, -Stogner’s store, anil & trial of his
est.

.

==
3~ Lalest advices from Mexico represent the
canse of Maximilian lo ho rapidly on the ¥nne.

They have gained sevesnl important Victories re:

t

Gov. 1T on th
vention.
_“In another column will be found the address of |
@ov. Our to the people of Sunth Carolina, on the

'L__ﬁi';;bjcct of sendiog Delegates to.ithe Netional | ter, an

Union Corvention to be held'in Philadelpnis, on |
Tuerday the'l4th day of” August mext. Gov. Onm
is Vice-President of the. Union Clab-for South |-

Carolina. As will be seen by. his address, he is

poses a disiinet plan_for “the choosing of Dele--
gates. This plan, considering the short time in-
tervening between this wnd the meeting of the
Convention, is undoubtedly os feasible o onoas
conld bo projected. i, : ;
The call for this Convention is made by the
National Union Club, and receives the éndorse-
ment of Demoeratic and Conservitive Republi-
can Senntors. This cgll, specifying and embody-
ing the principles upon whiéh the Convention
shall act, we published in our lasl we. ar
it will be seconded. in. ‘every Sfate ‘wo havo mo
doubt; an'ci_ Jrhether it do much towards the pb-
jeet of restoring the integrity and harmony of
the Union- cr mot, the experiment is certainly
worth trying. ; '

_ While tho Radicals are working like beavers,
as they always are, it will' not do faor those who
wish to sustain the Admigietration in mainiain-
.ing unbroken the union of the States_ under the
Constitution which our fathers established, to bo
standing nlways idle. Tt rejolces us to see that
they are np.and doing; and wo hope South Caro-
lina will Le fully represented in their Convention.
It is our opinion that, as aspirants for popular
liberty, we should leave nothing undone in pssist-
| ing conservative men throughout the whole coun-
try, to ehow’n strong, determined and united front
against that formidable and unsernpulous party
who weu!d forever keep up sectional prejudice and
strife. : :

Gov. Onn snzzests that public meetings of the
citizens of cach Judicial District be heldl on the
fourth Monday of the present month at the Court
Hounses; that Mlelegates be apponted at these
meetings to n.Conventiou of the State to meet st
Columbin on Wednesday the Istday of August;
and that the State Coayention apgoint the dele-
gates to Philadelphin. .

As next wook’s iscue of‘our papér will bo the
only one between this, and the fourth Mondny,
we hope that prominent citizens throughout the
District will consider the matter and make through
-onr columns, on the coming. Wednesday, the ne-
coernry odll for n public.meeting ot Edgefield
Court Houze.

oo
A Large City'in Ashes.

Portland, one of the great seaportsof Maine,
and perhaps the largest and handeomest city in
that State, lios been nlmost entirely destroyed by
Gre. The whole businers portion lies in ashes.
The conflagration is deseribed as having been
terriblein an unprecedented degree. The fire
was causpd by & boy throwing a fire-cracker
among some shavings

28~ Judge Brran, of Charlesten, has ordered
an attachment to be served on General Sickles
for contempt of court. A writ of haleas corpus
bnd been served on Sickles by the United Slates
District of Churleston, to produce the
bodies of Thomas G. Stawers and others, under
sentence of death, and confined at Castle Pinckney.
The general rofused, on the greund that the pris-
oners bad been convicted of murder by a court-
martial and that the writ of liebeas ‘corpus was
and is suspended in South Caroliva. Hence the
attnchment.

-~
For the Advertizer.
To R. B. Warsox, Mirrox Nonris and oTHERS,

Cowmnmittee.

Gentlemen : In consequence ef myabsence from
horae, T did not receive, until day before yester-
day, your note of the 13tk June, inviting me “to
attend ¢ meeting of the citizens of Edgefield and
Lexington Districts, to be held at the Ridge, on
the 215t inst., to obtnin an expression of opinion
from the citizens concerning the ‘Stay Law."”

You nddress me as a member of the Legi-lature.
As such you have n right to my opinions, and it
ig proper that I should give them.

My vofes in the Legislature upon the “Stay
Law” spenk for themselves, and indicate my posi-
"ion. They were cost and recorded for its con-
tinnance, and I have seen nothing since that
wou!d induce me to change the record.

I said then, ns I do now, that I had no partial-
ity for # Stay Laws,” or any laws, which interfere
with the coutracta already made betweon private
individnals. T ohject to them bocause T believe
them to bo eontrary to good policy, and to the
spirit of Republican Government. When two per-
ons have .entersd into-a contract, with cerfiin
welEestahlished, sperifie, legal rights and reme-
dine, no Tegislatnre has the right to come in and
{nterfére hetween these ptties, and ‘modify its
terme. ‘The only question to be asked is this: Ir
the contract n legal, valid one? If o, both par.
ties must be held to a striet observance thereof,

This I lay down as « general proposition which
[ believe to be true,—and whick under ordioary
circumstances, it would he safest for the State to
adhere to. But the last Legislature found the
«Stay Law,” as it is ealled, an established fact.
[t had been upon the Statute Books rince 1861,
period of yeara. It was cnacted at o time of
great anxiety aml commotien, during s terrific
civil war, and whether wise or unwise, constitu-
tinnal or anconstitutinnal, tha people of the State
did not stop to inquire. They relied upon the
wisdom and dizerction of their represeotatives
who hail time to deliberate, thoge in the army and
out of it, and thosein the field and at home.
They had Jearned tolook toitaso protection to
aheir property during theiz nbsence and the cen-
tinuance of the struggle. The struggle termina-
ted disnstrously to tHem, and they, the people,
still leaned upon this law, under which they hoped
to save something from the general wreck of
fortunes. . ; g A
- The Legislature found also the country literally
prostrated by defeat and disaster, nothing left
but the s0il of the State, which we all loved so
well.” No money, no crodit, a host of enemies in
ond around her. What was to be done tosave
her from utter, irretrievable rum? I confess that
I had never before felt responsibility more grave-
iy, and labored - moro anxiously to pursue that
cotrso which would be best for the whole State.
And after deljberate ponsjdoration, it occurred to
wme that, though some ohjections might be urged
to this law, it-wtuld be best to re-enact it,—and
to protect as far as possible the interest of both
the debtorand creditor, To givecurpeople time,
—time-tomake gnother crop aud raieo money;
and time to compromise their debts, by paying eo
much in the'dollar, by aseignment, by confiesion
of Judgment, and by o bundred differeiit ways.
Time was necessary. The sea is not u pturned,
nor does it subside in a day. It takeatime. Sud-
den, harsh and convuleive mensures frequently
produce desperation. We fearod that to throw
the Courts suddenly open, would add to the ca-
lamities of the times, and result in o “Kilkenny
cat” fight, with the Yankce coming in to soizo the
“lion’s share.” Tt will not do in times of great
civil commotion, when eociety is'being torn upby
the roots, and new syetems growing-up, to adbere
too etrietly to mere legal technicalities, to'old
opinions, snd the beaten track. If so, the world
will make no progress. * Times change, and we
change with them.” Events control men, and
men can only- ondesvor 50 to shape events, that
théy will operntecas little us possible to our :lignﬁd-
vantage. e 3 =
For these rersone, T regard it peculiarly unfor-
tunate that the Court of Errors should have scen
fitto pronounce a judgment;upon the coustitu-
tlana)ity ‘of the “Btay Law,” which; if an evil,
hnd bepome' o neceegary evil. If they could'mot
avoid the issue, it jsurged, with the ntmost re-
spect, that they might linve reserved thci‘judg-
mont, at least, until p crop had been made, and
the conntry to gome extent better supplied wilh

Tho Liberals are nosw united, und there are Iatge | mepns:to pay. It was enacted, ns it was eeid, | |
aceegsiona o their ranks from the Imperiulists, beonuse lh_.;_f_axisgquigg- and i}nhllu welfare de- | &

mandod gomoe. sitch lew during the war. . If that

ou'll.ly, n‘nd_ are now besleging Tampico, wrhich | wasitrup during thewar, it was pminently so for
hey are likely 'to capture. The ides of sniexa- | some years after its ' disastrous’iermination.: Jte

e National Union Con= | have survived this violes

! g’iven,

d :
| entirely in fuvor of South Carolina being ropro- e ‘be done fo relieve the conntry?

gented in this Convention; and to thatend pro-|-
;€] <

oo to its ii;ugrity alittle
while longer. So profouud o respect have I for
the Judiciary of South ..Cm_l_ili_l',-_ that I am led

‘almpst to doubt my oWn convigtions. in this miat-

dI ﬂiuenh,i‘ﬁ@ﬂryj}j“&&m the wisdom of

tion. The judgement hewever Lus been
ivon, and boweyer much we may regret it, it will
not avsil us in ‘our present, dificulties to discuss
eﬁd’bﬁca.‘_\-ﬂb i;:hiln:g.anquiry notw is, what

y

L confess that I'feol ﬁlﬁg}m]g to suggest a
plan which will be fres from difficulties and ub-
jections. TRepudiation by tho Btate, is, in my
judgment, impractieable wrll’ unadvisble, A
Homestead Inw, retrospective in its operation,—
and to afford  relief, it; musttpiretrospective,—is
liable to the same, if not grt_?w conatitutional
difficulties than ‘the # Stay Law.” A Bankrupt
Law by the State would ecncof nter grava doubts
agt its constitntionality. The-plan euggested
1 M. W. W. Apaxs, of the/State’s borrowing
wmoney uruirlemli‘ns;'u;u:-n-'-i:i'r _‘Ej:'ff renl estate,
would be, in effect, making the" State 8 large real
ebtate ngeney, and I fear imipfhoticable and ablr-
tive. Tho:plan of my colfeague, Mr. Tuoxrss
Joxes,of calling a Convention.ns a Inst resort to
do certain things, indicnted&g-,_i_is u_qr:lmuqiunlinn
to tha Advertiser, I nnprehqglrvonld throw us in
conflict or antagodism with fﬂﬁredem! Constitu.
tion and ‘the Federal authorities, Wik < Je
not prepared to maintain, “Fliave no' “-eu able
fo diccover ‘sny systematic’ plan proposed by
wQpxx,” and congequently cannot indicato objec-
tions to his views, It may be, thathis plan s the
right ono., - = '".'_'.' :
Having offered objections to the plnns of others,.
which'is mueh easier than tosguggest one of our
owri, itmay naturally be nsk )_"-w.hat I propose.
My proposition, like tho othersis, L am awnre,
linble to serious ‘ohjections; but ‘it occurs to me
that it is the bost thing to ‘be ddno.under the cir-
cumstonces. ‘The Legislaturdiwill most likely be
convened ag soon as Congres adjonrns, which it
is thought will Gecur between this and the first of
August. I would (hen propose to pass an act
similur in ifs provisions to the act. of 1787, which
wos the ongof a series of Instalment laws finally
adoptéd after'the Revolution of 270, ; >
“ In addition’tothis, pnes=a Low making ita
migdemennor for any lawysrj or officer of the
Colirt, or magietrate, to insfiste: proceedings in
any cuge unjees the costs and all charges'are paid
in advance; and impose o heavy tax ‘upon-all
amounte thus collected. vy

It max‘bc gaid that the Instslment Law would
bo declared unconstitutional, It may and it may
not.be.” Tho point may notbe made beforo the
Courts, and if it ir, it-will require time, and time
13 what- our people want tosput their houses ip
order. Somo may say, that thisis temporizing,—
trifting -with”s* great question. It is better to
temporize and zave the patisut, than insert the
knife so doeply and suddenly that it will sink
under the operation.

But o law requiring the costs and charges to bo
paid in sdvance, ond levying.a heavy tax on all
| amounts ollected, would mot beunconstitutional ;
and would ‘impose o partial check upon suing
creditors. ¥

An not was passed ot the lagt Scesion leaving it
optionsl with the officers of Coiirt; whetherfor not

=

havo been preremptory and l'.iﬁ.r_lj.ng upon all par-
ties necessary  to institate proceedinge,—and no
doubt it 2an now be so modified.

As to debts contracted for megroes, Ido mot
think that they should be paid in full. The in-

tima that they were in possession; or some such
arrangoment, nppears fo me to beright and prop-
er. _Dut, to put an end to all'dispute in reference
to debts of this character, would it not be well to

of the judgment of his peers. Not more than
one or two precedonts would have to be establish-

mised, nnd if these debts could be satisfaotorily
eubus, |

tions at issue hurriedly but frankly, I find my-
self in a position not to be covetad, but, *as upon
all previous oceosions,” I shall endeavor to do my
duty eopsciontiously to the- eountry wilhout re-
gard to personal nonseqnunc?u. That thers are
ouwmbors of men in.our country who are, or may

portion of their indebtedness, snd who do not
intend to'pay a centif they can ovoid it, I have
no doubt. For thess I have no sympatby.

For the honest man, who hos done his whole
duty to his State, nnd finds himself encom passed
with dificulties which threntendim with ruin, 1
feol deeply. The'State should extend to him re-
lief, and if thers nre constitutional or other diffi-
culties in the way, they should stand aside until
relief enn beaForded.

It s'idle to:say that any one man,.or any class
of men, is responzible for the presont condition
of the country. “We are all roaponsible alike.
The whole people are responsible. It wasa move-
ment of the people. They pushed the politicians
forward. [f uny one thing is more certain than
another, it is that we will not extricate ourselves
from present difficulties, by erimination” and rg-
crimination. A fair, manly, and respectful criti-
cism of the ncts and opinions of each other, will
always be productive of good results. Dut abuse,
suspicion, asud misreprosentation; will as certain-
ly produce bad results. If thero was evera time
in the history of the State, when she required
tha benefit of the plain, practical, unadulterated
common £ense of her people, it iz at this juncture.
Itis no ocension for the vendilation of fanciful
‘theories of reform. -

_Very Respectiully,
Your obedient gervant.
: M.C. BUTLER.
July 3rd, 1866.

-
For the Advertizer.
Public Meeting.

The citizens of, and around Kirksey's X Roads,
met together on Saturday, June 30th.’

On motion, Rev. Jony Trarp was called to the
Chair and explained the ohject of the meéting,
#To tnko into considezation the indebtedoess of
the country, &e.” J. P. Bopie was clected
Secretary.

The Chair then appointed o Committee of Ten
to, draw up Resolutions for the meeting.
The Committeo after retiring for o short time,
returned and submitted the fo]lowing which was
adopted : : i
. Ilaving seon, and read the proceedings of a mass
meeting held at Bethel Church by the citizens of
Edgefield and Loxington Districts, we, the citi-
zoné in the vicinity of Kirksey’s X Roads, do
unanimously concur in the sontiments therein ex-
pressed. Aund that.we d_u‘muut- respectfully sug-
gest that every cormunity meet and express their
sentiments on this, the niost jmportant question
that was ever before.the people of our once happy
and prosperous _Stnlp-fur- dispussion. At tho sawe
time and-plavo the following Preamblo and Reso-
lutions were unanimously adopted :

Wizneas, The éystem of froe labor, as it now
exists between the white and colored race, is not
fully undorstood, and not really spprecinted by
the Froodmen, especially as to what is their duty
in reference to their obligations, and also ours in
the premises. . s

Resolved, Thercfore, ?I.‘ha_t it is n suhject of deep
importance hoth to ourselyea. and tbe. Freedmen,
Rengleed, Thatwe, the employers of #aid Freed-
men; are fully convinged that unless gome other
mensuges than_ that of the present arrangement.
be ndopted, we may hopo for nothing less thop
poverty, starvation and our utter ruinas & people.
Resulved, That we nre determined in future, Lot
to hire uny Freedman who bag" a contract with
uny other pergon,until ko ur she shall bring a

certifiente of ‘their dismission, nnd also of their
character, from their fornier employer: -

Reavlvéd, That we, will look upon any- person,
with disdsin snd contempt,-not to be dupnuﬂed
upon, nor countermnced by us;who will, wilfally
and knowingly, violate the nboye Resolution.
Reeolved,- That this body in compaet thall be
known ns the Brier Paich Bent Bociety, and to
xtend throughout its limits; and we tordially
nslklth:_'cﬁn;:urrgnan of the District, nod ‘even the
tate, (0 help'us carryont the pylnpiples involved
in these Basglqﬁnns.', 2 ]:!lubip i 2%
Resolved, That these' proéeodisgs be publishod
Advertiser.

- R A

they would requiro the costs in'advance. Itshould

terest on'the'smount, or a reasonable hire for the
refer thew io the Jury? No man could complain |
ed, before such cluims would be resdily compro-

adjusted, it would rid the conntry. of « gIeat in-

I have thus given you my viewsufon the quee-

bo able, by honest exertion, to pay ut leasta

3. POBOPIE, Bec'sy. L :

For the Advettiser.
It seems to be o very difficult malter Lo
upon any plan by which our suffering people may
he S&ﬁq{l’ié_lorilj' relieved. No plan necd beex-
pnln};d,'_; that will reliese every eace. Su ppoze,
how&ver,.we wero torelleve throesfonrtha of them,
muchi would certainly thereby be siccomplished,
and a contrary nssail.il_m would :be;ps nh:surq ns

firgbecauss we might not. be able to rescue the
fourth”* We will now’ proceed to offer a plan, by
which, {0 our opinion, a very large proportion,
if net all, of our sullering oitizens may be rescued
from the impending danger.

The first elnzs of dehtorg and ereditors, between
whom, I propose cquitably adjusting elnims, i
the Gaurdian and-Ward. I suggest, for that pur-
pose, thet the Legislature pass nn act authorizing
Gaurdians to invest the funds of Wards in landed
cetates, the price, per ncre, notto exceed, -nor
come below, the valua of the same lands atthe
time of themppointment of the Guardians., Said
lands to be to sclected by the Guardian, and as-
‘sessod by Commissiomers of the neighbarhood,
who slould sce that the interest of the Wurd is
not detrimented by its locality and qualify. The
G:mrdiﬁhv%g ock said farm, hire labor and su-
perintend the same, for tho bevefit of the Ward
until of age. Such a course.would enabiz Gusr_'-
dians to settle with Wards, with lande, that; pro-
bably; would be valued at ten dollurs per acre,
‘the value, of which, at present, would perhaps
not exceed five dollars in consequence of the war;
hence they would be, virtunlly, seftling with theic
“Wards at fifty cente in the dollar, and the Ward
thereby not waterially injured, for money, we
consider, has o relative value only; and if fifry
cents will at-presant, purchase as much real estate
as one dollur wonld before the."war, why should
the Ward bo regirded loser—the land. possess-
ing now the same produetive capacity as in 18607

Claime for renl estate should ‘bo edjusted by o
retirn of the lnnds with reagonable rent, after de-
ducting expenses izcurred for improvement.

Claims for slaves bought and =old should be
settled by paying hire, if worlh’ hire, over’and
above support, from the date of purchase to the
| dato of emancipation, and if;dead, interost from
the date of death to date of emancipation;; the
principal in all eaid, notes to. bo mull and void.
Soch o settlement Tiregard just ‘and equitable
upon theprinciple that the megrv'was warranted a
| slave for life, impliedly,if not expressed.

Notes held for borrowed money ‘and other con-
siderations, not a8 yet dieposed of in this article,
should be numinally taxed by the Legislature fifty
cents to the dollar, Whil_:lll_!}:lbul(_l‘. be placed asa
credit on each note for'thé benefit of -the makers
of them, the same to be cullected by the State,
free of iuterest—from the makers of £2id notes,
at the expiration of the year 1494; such taxation
I regard just upon all such chims, as thoy ure
the only zpecies of propérty, not admitted by all
more or Jess, depreciated in value in consequence
of the war.

Such persons as have their ereditors residing
witlout the limits of the_State should De reim-
bursed by the Stste to the amount of-their actual
losses only by eaid tazation. It is certainly within
the province-of the Logislatare to levy a tax to
‘satisfy the actunl wants and demaads of the State,
and it would certainly be laying iteelf licble to
gross censure if it failed to lay saidktax upon that
species of taxable property that would Te least
burthonsome to the people. Nuw thie people are
the State, and reduire under the prosent extraor-
dinary circumstances for their relief, extra taxa-
tion, snd ngree among themaelves to lay it upon
that species of property. Who, Iosk, can coneis-
tantly oppose it, when it ig so clearly exhibited
that it is but eatisfying the demands of justice
‘and equity to do 20?

With regard to unsettled” cstates, old during
the war, I would suggest the appointment of ap-
praisers to overlook the sule-bills, and madify the
prices of articles, so ns to make them correspond
with the prices of like urticles sold since the war;
the purchager settling acdurdingly, Donda in, the
Commissioners Ofice. for londed estates should
be shmilarly modified and reduced to their value
in 1860, or tendered bLack to the estates as the
parties might choose, with rent fur the same afler
deducting expenses incurred’ for improvement.

*The Judiciory of.the State will tell us that wo
have no right to enact any law impairing the
obligation of contracts—(which ordinarily T ad-
mit true, ns that would be a violation of the Con-
stitation of the United States.) Were wo living
uudﬁr, and govesned By, the lawa of the United
States at the timo of said sales? I auswer in the
negative. Then every sale should be considered
null end void, made during the war so [nr as that
instrument is concerned, if the State chooses to

-

inake it 80,

By adopting the coursa hersin suggested I soe
no reason why we might not retain all ourold
and long-cherished reighbors, and thereby pre-
vent strangers and untried ones Trom ocenpying
their homes. The decision of the Judges nt the
Court of Errors recently, has thrown usin sight
of the brenkers, and we are drifting rapidly to
where destruetion awnits us, if something Le not
speedily done for our relief. The Stay Law itself,
never ufforded tho kind of relief the lsrger por-
tion of our citizens were clamoring fur, and was
only a',ecepled Ly them as a check to hareh meas-
urez, until the peaple could devize zome plan by
whicly the desired relief could be attained, and I
am fully perguaded that nothing. short of partial
repudiation will, or ought, under the circumstan-
ces, to satisly them. No man, in my opinion,

baving been deprivéd of from 3-4 to 4-5 of his
praperty, by the fortunes aof war, and without
rémunornlion, to satiefy the ¢lnims in full of an.
other citizen who had been eo iortunata ns to bold
a species of property thet was net deztroyed or
even depreciated in value in conscquence of our
bloody struggle. ;

et us depict to onrselves the shatiered conati-
tution of somo brave spldier who haijgifaithfully
fought the battles of his country, now so impov-
erished ns to be overtnxing himse!f vy hardlicks,
{hat he mny be ableat the end of cach™year to
meet the interest only due his creditors, aftera
scant support for his beloved wife and children,
and perhaps in some instatices-even dictated to
by Lis Sbylock-like, creditors as to what his ex-
ponses should be;—holding themselves, at the
some time, in rendiness to pounce upon their
unforfunate debtor, atany time the whole pound
of flesh could be obtaingd, - . o :

Tmagine, if you ploagbyftie- unfortunate deptor
and soldier upon his bed: of nfliction, the vital
spark pearly extinet, his wife and little ones
around him in tears, he, witha knowledge that
the stay upon the judgments against bis only
means of support, ends when the brittle thread'of
lifo iz severed. The Sheriff then procecds to sell,
lenving bis impoverished family with not whore
to shelter them from the storm, and no bread to
appense their hunger. Dutter by fur, in my
opinion, for him, to give up all he has, if slowed
theprivilege of saving frowm .Lis hard carninge,
something for the relicf and benefit of his faudly,
in future, ° i

Tn conclusion, I would suggest that theroboa
meeting of the Iiish:ict_eu"ad ab an carly date,
and_that the citizens. nppoiiir. or elect Lwenty of
the best and ablest men, financinl men, and men
who weuld qchrn, for the suke of the almighty
dollar, to see his one-armed or ope-_loggell'_ neigh-
l:mr turned out doors, whilst perhaps the bopes of
.o beloved son’ may bgtblecding on tho - bloody
plains of Manassas ‘or “Gettysburg.. Select euch-
us would éven scorn to ses tho faithful soldier
working like a slave Bl the days of his lifo to
PAY wﬁ_:}t'th_ forlunes of war have rondered him
unable to pay, and to creditors, in many instances,
who stand os frec-handed us though no Shermun,
witha devostating arwy, hnd everpassod through
our.once happy, sunny South.. After selpetiog
gaid men, let them deviso-a plan, and put it upon
paper, send a.copy of the samo to each election
preciuct in the Distriet. On some named day, let
all the eitizens appear at thoir respectivo election
grounds, hear the plan read out, and s0'miny a8
may approve it ywill place their sigoaturd thereto,
and_ 1f signed by a largs wajority 'of lhe citi-
sens of the Distriot, it should be turnod over to
our Representatives to be acted upon, as dontain-
ing the sentiments of their constituents. .

T JUSTICR AND FQUITY,

refusing to take threa’children ‘Irnm a house on |

oughit willingly to setile down to hard work after’

\

Mn. Eptron: I regret that my friend Capt.
Troxas Joxgs feels that he is aggrieved by the
construction I have putupon certain’corimunica-
have no other th
him P“.".dn-.i-u’: !
ammll.fe '.fl-'l‘ln_o.rq_ﬁh'.

I shall 'mﬁnﬁrcr%’gj 1oake tho'

. The questions now being discuesed in. your pa-
per involve £o much:of public interest as toforbid
that T and Capt. Joxgs: should. resolve: whnt we
have to say on them'into o matter of private sl-
tercation. I aceord to your corre:pondent “ Rus-
ric,” who it seems is my friend Capt Tmoxas
Joxes, motives of patriotisn, and o siacere de-
sire to benefit our down-trodden country. I knew
his centiments in regard to the indebtedness of
the peoplg, before ke was clected to the Legisla-
ture, and I voted for him with o full kncwledge
of ‘what hig.viewaiwere, and would do 3o -again
under like ciremngtonces. I predicate all that
was said about armed resistance, upon the cloging,
centences of (he:eall forz, Public Meeting in your
paper of the 13th Juno ladt. This meoting is
ealled “ngreeable -to suggestions of © Rustie,”
wnd in thie eall the fullowing sentiment: are ex-
prossed : “ Lot the poople speak out. They have
tha right to-remonstrate, to petition fur o redress
of their griovances. And if all failz, let usclaim
our homes og still ovr own. Let us cling to them
with the grasp of ;espcr:u‘nn, regardless of con-
sequences.” L e
These are the sentiments of those good citizens
who call & “Public Meeting sgreeable to the
suggestions of  Rustic.” This call is sigoed
by “ Rustic’s” neighbors, and if I have dons my
friend Capt. J. injustice in attributing to him any
sympathy with, or participetion in, the gentiments
publicly avowed by his neighbors who call a
public meetiog, ngreeable to “his suggestions, I
cordinlly ask his pardon. It may bo that & Ruos-
tic” had nothing to. do with:the draftivg of the
«call for the public meeting aforesnid, dnil that be’
isin no wisc responsible for the sentimente avow-
od init. If so, Lhave dope him injustice. It
mey be alo, that I have put a wiong construc
tion n the lungusge used in the call for that
public mecting,” Let us analyse this language and
gae what it mesns. No ome can question the
right of the people to petition for n radress of
{heir grievances. This is an inalienalle right.
No one can olject to fair remonstrance on the
part of the poople aguinst the-enforcement of the
law, if by the enforcement of the law the people
greinjured. But this call for o * Public mebting
ngreenblo to the suggestions of “Rustic,” doos
not top with the right of petition, and ihe right
‘of remonétrance. It goes still further and” saye®
4.t the people epcak out.. They have the right
to remonetrate, to potition for'a redress of their
grievances, And if all fails” let" us claim our
homes as still our own. -Let us cling tv them
with the grasp of desperation, regardles: of c¢bn-
sequences.” .
" It is true the terme “ armed resistance'’ are net
used in this appeal, but if the terms used do not
imply resistance to authority in the last resort,” 1
do not know what they do mean. And if “Rus-
tic” has no sympathy with the sentiments of those
(his neighbors). whocalled - the public <neeting,
agrecable to Lis suggestions, then I have done
hiw injustice in applying the terms “urmed re-
sistance to the Sherifl,” in conneclion with the
plan of relicf suggested by biw. Capt. Joses
has done us the fuvor to reproduce the nlan for
reliof pruposed by bim, and I propose ina fu.
ture cowmunication, to consider his plan, and to
suggest some of the objections to it that oceur to
my own mind.
In my last dommunieation I ventured to sug-
gest a plan by which the people may be relieved,
to o great extent, from the imwmedinte pre psure of
their indebtedness, This plan is, that the State
use ker credit for the present relief of her people,
by negotinting a loan of five millions of dollars,
for the purposo of Jending it to her citizens, on
mortinge of real estate, for the term of thirty
yeara, I propose mnow to consider. the practics-
bility of tkis plan; and
1st, Con the State borrow the monmey? If it
be true as “ Persenne” thinks, that the State hae
no credit, then of course nothing can como of it}
and the plan is impracticable. But isthie trucin
fuct? Iagree with  Personne” that “in order
for-the Stato to borrow money she must ictue Lier
bonds, and thoss bonds mugt bs based upcen some
unquestionablo tangible security,”"—a security
permanent, enduring and unchangeable. -Now
cnn the State offer such security.?. In the first
placa the bonds are not ordinary State bonde.
The money is not to be borrowed for the ordinary
purposes of the State, Nor is it proposed that
the interest iz to be paid upon these bonds by the
usual method of tixation. The money is to be

horrowed for a specific purpose, and ia to be let
ont to the citizens only on mortgage of real es-

tate, worth actually more than the amount for
which it is mortgaged.” And capitalists would
be informed that they will bave the benefitof
the mortgage, in addition to.the faith of the State,.
as security for the payment of the annual interest,
and of the principal when it fallsdue. Now the
lnnd area of the State of South Curolina iz ecsti-
mated to be 20,385 square miles, and counding
740 equare ncros to the equare mile, gives 13,8086,
400 squareacrss of land in the State. Is this ne
bagis for eredit? And are capitalists so dull as
not to be able to see that there would really be
very littlé risk in loaning money upon such secu-
rity? It may be said that this land does not be-
long to the State; that it is the private property
of her eitizens. Nuither docs the State propose
to borrow the money for her own nse, but for her
citizens, ta enable ber citizens to keep their lands.
It is therafore not unreasonable that: the citizens
who owns tho land and need the money, should
plédge their lands for the repayment of" o much
| of the money ns they borrow for their oyn use,

| Decause the State had difficulty in borrowing

$100,000 in the winter of 1865, in the usual way,
is o satisfuctory reason (hat she would mot be
able to borrow a much lurger sum for the: purpase
indicated, to bo secured in the manner proposed,
and at o very reasonable rate of intorest. Ieith-
er would I regard the fact that that the City of
Charlesten failsd to borrow money at the rate of
five.per e:mt. por month, ns noy satisfactory rea-
son why tho'State of South” Carolina -should fail
to borrow money in the manner proposed, at o
reasonable rute per cent. interest, because the
offer on the part of the City to pay five per cont.,
per month ehowed that ¢he had no faith ia“hor
owp eredit,, I would be unwilling- thut the State
should borrow the monoy for the purpose indi-
eatod, unless tho bonds cauld ko gold at or about’|
par vulue. And upon the secugity  proposed to
enure to tho capitalist, J ean see mo reason why
the momey desired should ot bg borrowed ut or
aliout pur. I Uelieve the Stato yet -has wredit
sufliciont to eaablo her to get all the money she
may nedd for the purpose indicated, and op good
teros. TR -
24, Woulil the plan proposed, if the Stats can
borrow.tho monoy, ufford the neceesary relisf to
the people of the:State?  “ Personne” saye mo,
Gecntse U the passage of such.an act by the Log-
‘fslaturo would be subject to tho odious ery of
class Jogislation. There” would be.at least two
classos of our citizens oxcluded from its proposed
benefits : Those who own no real estate, andthose
whove lands are under iicuwbrance of judgments
and mortgages, &e.” It occurs to me -that if
# Personne”, had bestowed a littlo more thought
upon this subject, he would not have proposed
these as objections to the propoced plan of rilief,
To wy mind it séems. clear that an get of the
TLiegislature for the purpose indicated, would he no
Inoro chnoxious to the ery of class legislation, ihan
would any-ordindry mot of incorporationby which
certain prlviirge'ﬂ are granted to the corporition
on cortain eonditions.  The anct can only’ affect
those who avail themselves of its provisions;, I
concede thatif the'money Tere borr}wsﬂ, and all
elusses were taxed to .pay tho intercst, it would
be-sulgect to this objection. Dut thia is not the
purpose. Those who:get the money are.to pay

“the inforest as it ncetues, and'the prineipal when

it falis due; and t}.io-'aut wrill carefully guard this
polnt. Then who can be prejudired by it? \nd
fhe two clnsses of our cjtiaens who, accarding to
« Personne;” would be excluded from its propoéed
benefits, while they would in no wise be injured,

tions in your paper signed “Il:vauq,"'-ﬁnd ns I migflg]ﬁ;
an llia'ﬁ;q,a‘t.;t"gianil;f:f ings for | it2 1.0

t from

em. And would this be no bene-
2 - Tho man -:-.?10" ostate is now encumbered
mlgﬁt"hy-thy'gagnn be enalled to freo his estate

'fkohijj’_h’ﬁﬁuiféﬂn&g. But the great objectto be

attaiped ‘by t‘ﬁ;‘;ﬁ_iupnsed plan is the bringing of
capitalinto the‘Btate. The meana necessary for
the propoged development of the industrial pur-
suits 6f the country ; the means necessary to give
tone and activity to business; the means necossa-
1y to free the minds of the people from the ap-
prehension of being at omce ousted from iheir
homes by the Sheriff. And the plan proposed, if
it can be carried out, will doit. It isconceded (hat
the plan proposed does mot pay the dobu-of,lfn .
people, Tt gives timo to the debtor, ond ut*the

what is due him. It will enable both debtor and

ereditor tn live dnd prosper.w And “although: the

State-is a' corporation, and technieally hasno-
soul, yet she is the fostering mather  of ‘her -eiti= .
zens, and hath churity, nnd power to exeroise'if,
Noithor does the proposed plan necessarily involve
the opening’ of the ‘“door to fraud of gigantis:

| proportions,” as objected By * Personne.” There

is certainly wisdom unAd foresight enough’ in‘the
Legislature of the State to gnard against the
practice of fraud to sny great extent in the de-

"velopment: of the proposed plan. The fond, if

provided at all by the Stafe, will be provided for
the epecific purpose of relieviog her citizens from
their debts, one to another,” And it ear eazily re-
quire, s a condition precedent to the getting of:
the money from the troasury, that tbere shall be
a reckoning botween the debtors,—and such other
safeguards s the Legialature iz its wisdom may
déem necessary, to the honest working ot-tho
plan. That there are some persons who would
pocket the fund and abscond, if atlowed to do <o,
oannotbe doubted, But this is easily guarded
against, and I am eurprised that * Perzonme,”
with his want ‘of faith in~"the honesty of/men,
coupled with his shrewdness, did not perceive
that some plan for the proper -applieation Jofithe
fund conld be easily devised. It is conceded also
that the proposed plan would not prevent any
creditor from suing bis debtor, if ke desired to
do g0, but I give my fellow-cilizens eredit for
more chority than * Personne” feems to think
they poseess. I cannot but believe that the num-
ber of suits ablaw would-be griatly diminiehed,
and thot there are but few creditors who wounld -,

cution, because confidence would at once be res-
tored, and men would no longer be afrnid of one
another. ;

3d, The direct and immediate effect of the pro-
posed plan would be  fo” enhance- the value of
every species of property ‘in. tho: State, There-
would be money in the country to buy with, and
there would be much less property Ioﬁfeted for
sale. -

But this cemmunication is already too lnng','
asud T will reserve what I have’ further to sey,
for future communications,

W. W. ADAMS,

A
. From the Barnwell Sentinel.
‘Judge Aldrich’s Letter.
BarsweLs C. H., 16th June, 1860.

My Dean Sin.—Your kind note of the
11th informing me that * at a meeting of the
citizens of the Ridge you~were appointed to
request e to address a  mass meeting of the
citizens of Edgefield and Lexingfon, at Bethel
Church on the 21st of June, upon the all ab--
sorbing question of the day, the indebtedness
of the people, and the best means of staying
the wide spread rointhat swait ns as s pec-
ple,” hes been received. By the, same.n:ail
[ also 1eceived a like inyitation from Messts.
Norris, Watson and Boatwright.

. While I thank you sll very sincerely for
the kindness of your invitation I canaot ac-
ceptit. The Judges of South ‘Carolina do
not usually participate in ‘public meetings:of
the people. As a-general ruleit is & good:
one; yet there are occasions when Judges,
like all other citizens, shonld embrace the
opportunity to express their opinions freely
and lend their influence to-advance particu-
lac measores of great publicinterest. But
this is not such an occasion ; “#ie indebiness
of the people,”’ is a question that will come -
before the Judges officially; and, of course; no
Judge can have’an-opinion  until the caseis
made before him in court. .

{ do not thick I can be mistaken in the
object of your meeting ; it is to avoid the pay-
ment of debts. It is due to myself4rankly 107
state,that I do not sympathize with any-
movement which has tor its obiject, the nvoidz
ing of fair and honest contracts. ' Nér canI
in any*way countepance any meeting which
may encourdgethe people to resist the laws
of the land. No man in the State feels more
deeply the terrible cordilion in which our
people have been left by:the results of the
war, than myself. In additionto the mourn-
ful losses of children, relatives.and friends, in
battle, to'the failure to establish the great
principles for which we fought, and to the
wortification of defeat, we bave lost, in this
State, at once and without  preparation, over
(wo hundred millions., of property, which is.
the abstraction of just so-much . capital and:
labor. from the psyment of debts, Which, in
good faith, were incurredion  the strength of
that pfoperty xand - labor. :,,Tlré"%ypenr is
gone, the labor is very -uncerfain, the .debts
remain. - Perbaps o people’inithe history of
the world, have ever been so suddenly and
completely ruined as this Suthern people. But
even this'fuin can be-repaired by energy, con--
stancy and virtue. Tiet us preserve our hogor
and at least try to pay our debts.. Be Honest.

This & common calamity in’ which all par-
ticipate, both debtor and creditor, the losss:
mutual and is as hard to bear, by the ‘one
class as by the other; common justice, it -
would seem, ought tr Uictate'to all the pro-.
priety of making ap «arnest effort to mee:
their engagements. A contractis & sacred
obligation, equally . binding in the court cf;
cous ience and in the court of law: - Oursdu.r,
ty is plain, itis forbearence. ‘Weshould ally
act towards each other as neighbors:afd Bok .
burden those who are indebted tof

costs of suit. I Enow thisies ¥Ryl :
‘tical, because in all commgnities,*there are:
some hard men who will'haVe theirown, with=;
out regard to the loss and _disiFess which it
occasions:to their debtor ;° but, for the Honor
of humanity, I do not think this is a large
class, and if the rule-of forbearance be-adopt-
ed, it will Tebake and shame those who set
at naught the better feelings of our natare,

It may be supposed, that because I dissent
from the majority of the Court .of Errors.on -
the Constitutionality of the Stay Law, that I
will sympathise with those who favor. resis-.
tance to the.laws of theland, -Thisis s great.
mistake: _Although I do.not  agraeé with! thb:
Oourt (and subsequent reflection strergtheni
me in my conviction,) yet there is no, citizeil
who will counsel more earnestly acquiescenco.
in the deeision, and support ‘more tirzly-the*
laws of the-Jand and tE"e' constituted agthpri-
tics of the State, than -myself, As I stand
alone in the Court, 1t is very probable Ia.n
wrong, although Icaniot see the error of my”
judgment. My earnest counsel toyou, and}
to all the good people of the Stateis, obey;
the laws of the land, pay as far as you car,
and when your méans are cxhau-{ed, you wi
have done all in your power, and can com:
mence.lifé again witha ‘clear gonscience and
a brave hea.c. - e

T.am intormed, that his Excellency: Govs
Orr,will probably call.the Legislature togeth-
ery in extra-‘sesion, atan a:::i’ day,:to pertect
such legislation s is re?ui ed by thé chacged
condition of society. 1f this be so’T have no.
doubt, that the wise and’ patriotic men: who
compose that body, will devise some reliel,
which while it will afford time to. the suffer;
ing people, and prevent thesecrifice, of their
property ut forced siles, will not be liable to
constitationakobjections,” 3 - < L e
'l‘n.w;!it“lzr that you will receive ‘my counsel

kindly and in the friendly spiritin’ which-it
is written, T am, : e
Very Respectfully,
e : qu;-oh!teserg‘f,

e e——

Z£&~We have been authiorized by ‘{ite many
friends' of Capt, L. i'A‘NCB&SﬁB'AN to sn-
nounce him a Candidate for Cllrk--_'of_l;the- Court..
of Commoa Pleas for Edgefield District at the.
next elention. =

wonld in many instances be the yery persons ho

¢
-

Jv

Jume20 * Bl
s w

would be more benefitell {hen any others. Though - -~
they might not be able to borrow the mogey from

the State, they would be enabled to co
‘those who'could borrowdrom (he Siate whuteve

go to law if the proposed plan were put-into.exo~ 3

same time enables the creditor to get a-portion of .



